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Drama - Grade 7 & 8

Learning Goal:

We are learning to use the elements of drama to create, 
analyse and explore a variety of drama pieces from 
different contexts.

Elements of Drama for Grade 7 & 8
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Role/Character (Grade 7)

· Motivations of historical and fictional characters

· Various facets of multidimensional characters

· Revealing character through the use of props and movement/
blocking

· Maintaining commitment to role

Role/Character (Grade 8)

· Analysing the background, motivation, speech 
and actions of characters to build roles

· Using voice, stance, gesture and facial expression to portray 
character
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Relationship (Grade 7)

· Developing and analysing multidimensional relationships in 
the drama

Relationship (Grade 8)

· Analysing relationships to develop the interplay between 
characters
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Time and Place (Grade 7)

· Improvising with/adapting available materials to establish 
setting

· Using blocking and stage areas in planning and 
performance
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Time and Place (Grade 8)

· Using props, costumes and furniture to establish setting

· Modifying production elements to suit different audiences
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Tension (Grade 7)

· Using sound, lighting, technology and stage effects to 
heighten tension

· Using foreshadowing to create suspense

Tension (Grade 8)

· Using various stage effects to produce specific audience 
reactions
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Focus and Emphasis (Grade 7)

· Using a range of devices and effects to highlight specific 
aspects of the performance for the audience

Focus and Emphasis (Grade 8)

· Using a wide range of devices to highlight the central 
theme for the audience

· Making deliberate artistic choices to sharpen focus
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Drama Vocabulary

Conventions
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Planning
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Characters
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Actions
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Grade 7 Drama Activities

Expectation Prompt
Engage actively in drama 
exploration and role play, with 
a focus on examining multiple 
perspectives related to current 
issues, themes and 
relationships from a wide 
variety of sources.

What drama conventions could be used 
to inform the audience about the events 
leading up to the issue? What roles 
should be adopted to represent the range 
of perspectives?

Expectation Prompt
Demonstrate and 
understanding of the elements 
of drama by selecting and 
combining several elements to 
create dramatic effects.

Which convention will you use to 
begin/end the piece? What roles could 
be introduced to explore the 
relationships in more detail?

B1. Creating and Presenting

Expectation Prompt
Plan and shape the direction of 
the drama by working with 
others, both in and out of role, 
to generate ideas and explore 
multiple perspectives.

How could you use the conventions of 
flashback and flash forward to examine 
turning points and major decisions in 
the drama piece? How might you 
physically represent the different 
emotions experienced by the characters 
in the drama?

Expectation Prompt
Communicate feelings, 
thoughts and abstract ideas 
through drama, using audio 
visual and/or technological 
aids to heighten the dramatic 
experience.

How could you use sound to help 
listeners visualize the action of a radio 
drama? How could you use lighting and 
projection to enhance the setting. What 
images could you project?
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Grade 8 Drama Activities

Expectation Prompt
Engage actively in drama 
exploration and role play, with 
a focus on examining multiple 
perspectives and possible 
outcomes related to complex 
issues, themes and 
relationships from a wide 
variety of sources.

How could you use drama conventions 
such as conversations, mapping, or role 
on the wall to dramatize two opposing 
views on a community issue?

Expectation Prompt
Plan and shape the direction of 
the drama by negotiating ideas 
and perspectives with others, 
both in and out of role.

Discuss one aspect of the presentation 
that communicates the meaning clearly. 
Identify one thing that could be changed 
to strengthen the presentation.

B1. Creating and Presenting

Expectation Prompt
Demonstrate an understanding 
of the elements of drama by 
selecting and manipulating 
multiple elements and 
conventions to create and 
enhance a variety of drama 
works.

How can corridor of voices help you to 
understand your role more deeply and 
also to experience other perspectives on 
what the character might think/feel? In 
your prepared improvisation, how can 
your physical movements in relation to 
one another be used to highlight the 
nature of your emotional relationship?

Expectation Prompt
Communicate feelings, 
thoughts and abstract ideas 
through drama, using 
technological aids for specific 
purposes and audiences.

What are some ways you can use 
objects or technology to represent the 
moods of the different characters? How 
could you use technology to signal to 
the audience when an actor's speech 
represents the characters private, inner 
thoughts?
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Grade 7 Drama Activities

Expectation Prompt
Construct personal 
interpretations of drama 
works, connecting drama 
issues and themes to their own 
ideas, feelings and 
experiences.

This drama presented one side of an 
environmental issue. Whose perspective 
is missing? Why do you think it has 
been left out? How do you feel about 
that? What words might you give to this 
voice?

Expectation Prompt
Analyse and describe, using 
drama terminology, how 
drama elements are used to 
communicate meaning in a 
variety of drama works.

How do the elements work together to 
convey a message? Do you think the 
central character's intentions are clearly 
communicated? What evidence can you 
give to support your point of view?

B2. Reflecting, Responding & Analysing

Expectation Prompt
Identify and give examples of 
strengths, interests and areas 
of improvement as drama 
creators, performers and 
audience members.

What aspects of drama do you enjoy 
most? What skills are you most proud 
of? Can you identify one skill that you 
feel you need to practice? In what ways 
did you contribute to the group?
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Grade 7 Drama Activities

Expectation Prompt
Construct personal 
interpretations of drama 
works, connecting drama 
issues and themes to social 
concerns at both the local and 
global level.

What are the key messages of this 
drama? How does its message relate to 
your own life experiences and opinions? 
Can you sum up what this play was 
about in a paragraph? Is this an 
important play for others to see? Why?

Expectation Prompt
Evaluate, using drama 
terminology, how effectively 
drama works use the elements 
of drama to engage the 
audience and communicate a 
theme or message.

Imagine you are a theatre critic. How 
many stars does this drama deserve? 
What key elements were used in the 
drama? How successful were the actors 
in using movement, voice and gesture to 
create interest?

B2. Reflecting, Responding & Analysing

Expectation Prompt
Identify and give examples of 
strengths, interests and areas 
of improvement as drama 
creators, performers and 
audience members.

About what area of drama do you feel 
most confident? What areas do you 
want to pursue in the future? What 
drama conventions did you use most 
successfully to express your thoughts, 
feelings and ideas?
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Grade 7 Drama Activities

Expectation Prompt
Compare and contrast how 
social values are 
communicated in several 
different drama forms and/or 
styles of live theatre from 
different times and places.

How did the dances of the Acadians 
evolve when they were forced to 
immigrate to Louisana? What factors 
influenced this evolution?

B3. Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts

Expectation Prompt
Identify and describe several 
ways in which drama and 
theatre contribute to 
contemporary social, 
economic and cultural life.

Why is it beneficial to have local theatre 
groups in our community? What theatre 
jobs require performance skills? If you 
interviewed people involved in drama/
theatre, what could you ask them about 
the value they place on theatre as part of 
their own lives and the life of the 
community?
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Grade 8 Drama Activities

Expectation Prompt
Analyse the influence of the 
media on a wide variety of 
drama forms and/or styles of 
live theatre.

What are some similarities and 
differences in how drama expresses 
ideas and emotions compared to other 
art forms. In what ways can technology 
enhance or detract from the message or 
meaning in the drama?

B3. Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts

Expectation Prompt
Identify and describe a wide 
variety of ways in which 
drama and theatre make or 
have made contributions to 
social, cultural and economic 
life in a variety of times and 
places.

Why do we provide opportunities to 
participate in drama in school and in the 
community? Why might theatrical 
performances have been important in 
times when very few people could read 
and write? How do theatre 
performances help the economy?


